Course Descriptions at Camas County High School 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
READING 
Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Below Proficiency in the ISAT Reading exam; lack of success in regular English courses; and/or teacher recommendation. 

Credit: 1 to 6 local(If a student transfers these local credits may not transfer). 
This course is designed to offer support to students who need to reach proficiency on the ISAT reading portion in order to graduate and have demonstrated a weakness in the writing and/or reading portion of that test. It is also for students whose skill deficiencies might lead to failure in mastering essential skills of their regular English courses, and/or to students whose skill levels are insufficient to ensure success in a society demanding increasingly higher levels of literacy and communication skills. Instruction and support in reading and written communication skills as determined by individual student needs; writing and reading ISAT objectives, and essential knowledge and skills for reading as determined by individual student needs will determine the content of this course. Test-taking strategies, where appropriate, will be stressed. 
ENGLISH I 
Grade: 9  (Required)
Prerequisite: None. 

Credit: 2 

English I will include oral communication, literature, and composition skills. Covered in the genre-focused study of world literature will be short stories, plays, novels, essays, and poetry and their historical contexts. The study of composition skills in the ninth grade will focus on organization and elaboration of multi-paragraph essays for various purposes and modes of writing as well as the polishing of usage and mechanical skills. Special emphasis will be placed on organizing logical arguments to persuade. 

ENGLISH 2 
Grade: 10  (Required)
Prerequisite: Successful completion of English I. 

Credit: 2

English 2 will focus on world literature and composition skills. Covered in the literature study will be short stories, plays, novels, poetry, and assays from various countries and cultures, including a foundation of Western European pieces and their historical contexts. The composition study will center on the development of the multi-paragraph paper written for various purposes and modes and with increasingly sophisticated requirements for communication, usage, and mechanics. Special focuses for composition will include persuasive and personal reflective writing. 

ENGLISH 3 
Grade: 11  (Required)
Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 2

Credit: 2 

English 3 will emphasize American Literature in its historical contexts and communication through oral media as well as longer written compositions with increasingly sophisticated requirements of ideas, expression, mechanical and usage control. Emphasis will be on business forms of writing, and students also will use a variety of research skills in order to produce reports and projects for various audiences. 
ENGLISH 4 
Grade: 12  (Required)
Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 3 

Credit: 2 
English 4 works from the genres of British Literature and their historical contexts as well as more sophisticated and polished oral and written composition skills. Compositions on the major works employing appropriate literary terms will be required throughout the year, as well as writing in various personal, business, and persuasive texts. A number of novels will be read outside of class in keeping with heavy emphasis on reading and writing. 

Advanced Literature

Grade: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of English I 

Credit: 1-2

The course focuses on composition and literature.  Students will demonstrate advanced reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills using an extensive variety of classical and contemporary essays, short stories, poems, dramas, and novels.   Students will engage in the analysis of core and extended reading.  Students will be expected to understand rhetorical structures, devices, and techniques employed by authors.  Additionally, students will trace the evolution of American literature while exploring such themes as “Freedom and Justice,” “The Pursuit of Happiness,” “Coming of Age,” and “War and Peace.”   Students will interact with the literature and the writing on a personal level by using collaborative techniques, visual and written interpretations, and oral presentations.

SPEECH 
SPEECH COMMUNICATION 
Grades: 11 (Required)
Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 

Understanding and developing skills in oral communication are fundamental to all other learning and to all levels of human interaction. Students must understand concepts and processes involved in sending and receiving oral messages, evaluating, and using nonverbal communication, and listening for a variety of purposes. In Speech Communication, students develop communication competence in interpersonal, group, and public interaction to establish and maintain productive relationships and function effectively in social, academic, and citizenship roles. 

MATHEMATICS 
Basic Math

Grade: 9-12

Prerequisite: Below proficiency on the math portion of the ISAT, lack of success in regular math classes, or teacher recommendation. 
Credit: 3-12 local 
This course is designed to offer support to students who need to pass the Math portion of the ISAT in order to graduate and have demonstrated a weakness in the math, to students whose skill deficiencies might lead to failure in mastering essential elements of their regular math courses, and/or to students whose skill levels are insufficient to ensure success in a society demanding increasingly higher levels of computation skills. Math ISAT objectives and test-taking strategies will be stressed. 
ALGEBRA I 
Grade: 9-12  (Required)
Prerequisite: None

Credit: 3 

Algebra I is a basic three-trimester course that teaches the concepts of dealing with variables instead of numbers in problem solving situations. A strong background in basic arithmetic serves as a prerequisite for this course. Next Math course may be Geometry. 
GEOMETRY 
Grade: 9-12  (Required)
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 

Credit: 3 

This three-trimester course combines symbolic logic, plane, solid, and coordinate geometries. Geometric proof, equality and inequality are presented and deductive reasoning is stressed. Next Math course may be Algebra 2.
ALGEBRA 2 
Grade: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra I and Geometry 

Credit: 2 

Second year Algebra is a continued study of fundamental properties and operations, algebraic proofs, signed numbers, algebraic expressions and sentences, relations and functions, exponents, irrational numbers, logarithms, sequences and series, and progressions. Determinants and matrices will also be included in this course. Next Math course may be Trigonometry or Calculus.
Trigonometry

Grade: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Geometry, Algebra 2 

Credit: 2 

This course is a study of trigonometric functions, relations between functions, solution of triangles with applications to practical problems, trigonometric formulas and identities, radian measure, graphic representation of trigonometric functions, inverse trigonometric functions and trigonometric equations. The course will be conducted almost entirely over the Internet; computer literacy is required. The coursework will also require the use a graphing calculator. Use of graphing technology allows students to focus on the concepts and broadens their conceptual understanding of mathematics.
SCIENCE 
Physical Science 
Grade 9  (Required)
Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 2 
This multi-subject course covers: 

Mechanics (energy, forces, liquids, gases, solids, etc.) 

Heat (heat energy and its transmission, temperature changes, engines, etc.) 

Sound (sound waves, hearing, music, etc.) 

Chemistry (basic concepts and their practical applications) 

Light (how it works and applies to modern science) 

Electricity and Electronics (basic concepts and uses) 

Emphasizing problem-solving, it discusses the relationship between science, technology, and the environment.

BIOLOGY I 
Grade 10 (Required)
Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 2 

Biology 1 is a general biology course, which includes the study of cells, genetics and evolution, classification, the six kingdoms of life, human biology, and ecology. Students have the opportunity to apply laboratory techniques, to develop skills in acquiring and organizing data, interpreting data, and drawing logical inferences. Emphasis will also be placed on recognizing the patterns of living systems. 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Grade 9 -12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 
Environmental Science is a lab-oriented course that includes the following topics: basic ecological principles; studies of the natural cycles: biomes of the world; human impact on ecosystems, endangered species and more. In addition to the in-school laboratory work, field trips may be included. 
CHEMISTRY I 
Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra 2, Biology 

Credit: 2

Faculty recommendation considered. This is a college preparatory course which offers a very detailed appraisal of the properties and behavior of matter. Students should have a solid background in mathematics as problem solving is stressed. 
PHYSICS I 
Grade: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra 2 or taking concurrently. 

Credit: 1-2

This course provides coverage of the basic concepts of physics. Mechanics, properties of matter, waves, sound, light, electricity, and magnetism are major subject areas included, This course involves both the principles and concepts of physics and the solution of problems. Special projects may be required. Students requesting Physics I should have an 80 or better in Algebra 2 and Chemistry 1. 

Anatomy and Physiology

Grade: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Biology. 

Credit: 1-2
This course provides a basic study of the structure and function of the human body. Topics include a basic study of the body systems as well as an introduction to homeostasis, cells, tissues, nutrition, acid-base balance, and electrolytes. Upon completion, students should be able to demonstrate a basic understanding of the fundamental principles of anatomy and physiology and their interrelationships. Laboratory exercises may include specific organ dissections and observations of physiology.

Wildlife Biology

Grades 11-12

Prerequisite: Biology 1

Credit: 1

This course is designed as an introductory class for students interested in wildlife management (terrestrial or marine) or considering a major in college zoology. It is also intended to help students as citizens better understand the values of healthy wildlife/ecosystem interactions and the need to preserve those interactions. The course involves a comparative analysis of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem as well as a multi-day field trip to Yellowstone National Park. Endangered species management is also addressed.

Bug’s Life
Grade 9 - 12 (elective). 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1
This course provides (1) an introduction to the ecology, biology and identification of insects. Emphasis is placed on the application of entomology in agriculture and everyday life. The course includes lecture and laboratory components; students are required to make an insect collection. There may even be a connoisseur component.

HISTORY/GEOGRAPHY
WORLD HISTORY  
Grade: 9-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1-2 

World History is a course that offers an overview of the entire history of mankind. Major emphasis is on the study of significant people, events, and issues throughout man's existence. Students evaluate causes and effects of political, economic, and political developments since the Middle Ages. Students will examine the influence of geography on major historic events and identify origins of contemporary economic systems. Additional aspects of history such as culture, philosophy, religion, and the arts will be evaluated and reviewed. Students will be afforded opportunities to participate in historical inquiry and directed practice in oral and written discourse will be used. Students will use these varied methods to review, gather, and interpret data. 
UNITED STATES HISTORY 
Grade 11  (Required)
Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 2 

United States History is the study of America from Reconstruction to present day. Content focuses on the political, economic, and social events of industrialization, urbanization, major wars, domestic and foreign policy, and reform movements. Geographic factors on major events, constitutional issues of American society and analyzing our democratic process will be examined. Students will use critical thinking skills to explain and interpret the past, including points of view and historical context. 
GOVERNMENT 
Grade: 12  (Required)
Prerequisite: None. 

Credit: 2 

American Government is a study of political processes at the national, state, and local levels. The courses will include an introduction to both government theories in general and history of the American political system. Students will review major documents in American Government such as the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, Federalist Papers and others. Major concepts such as republicanism, democracy, federalism, checks and balances, separation of powers, popular sovereignty, and individual rights will be reviewed. Students will examine the relationship between government and culture in the United States and study the role and history of political parties. As part of the course students will engage in critical thinking activities, oral presentations, and writing projects focused on gathering and interpreting of data. 
ECONOMICS 
Grade 12 (Required)
Prerequisite: None 

Credit:1 
Economics is a study of the American free enterprise system, which is characterized by private ownership of the means of production and distribution of goods and services, and as such includes the role of free markets in the determination of prices and the allocation of the nation's resources. A unit of comparative economics will examine other economic systems that existed in the past and present, and the role of the Federal systems that existed in the past and present. The role of the Federal Reserve System and its influence on the banking industry will also be discussed. In addition to the study of formal economic theory and concepts, students will also deal with common aspects or daily economic life such as earning money, tax returns, career opportunities, financial institutions, and other contemporary topics relative to this area of study. 

Historical Events 
Grade 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit:1 
This course is a survey of important political, social, economic and cultural events in the world since 1945. Emphasis will be placed on the nuclear arms race, the Cold War, upheaval and transformation in the Third World and the continual realignment of the world balance of political and economic power since the end of the Second World War.
FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
(Currently All Foreign Languages are offered online or through Correspondence)
SPANISH I  
Grade: 9-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1-2 (Currently offered either through BYU or IDLA)

This is a full year course designed to incorporate skills such as listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, and showing. Students will develop communication skills by using knowledge of the language, including grammar, culture, communication, and technology. Communication skills are the primary focus of language acquisition. 
Art

Art 
Grade: 9-12 (Meets Humanities credit requirement or as an elective) 
Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1-4 
Course in which students rely on their perceptions of the environment developed

through increasing visual awareness and sensitivity to surroundings, memory, imagination, and life experiences, as a source for creating artworks. They express their thoughts and ideas creatively, while challenging their imagination, fostering reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and problem-solving skills. Instruction is individualized at the beginning, intermediate, and advanced levels. Seniors are required to complete their senior project.
Art Appreciation 
Grade: 9-12 (Meets Humanities credit requirement or as an elective) 
Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1-2

The over-all purpose of this course is to provide the student with a basic understanding, of the visual arts. The course deals with the nature of art, the evaluation of art, the processes and materials of art. We examine the formal elements of design and look at a wide variety of both two & three dimensional art to learn about the processes and tools involved in its creation. By analyzing artistic styles and historical periods students develop respect for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures.
THEATER ARTS 
Drama 
Grade: 9 - 12 

Prerequisite: None 
An introduction to theater which includes acting techniques, performances of various types of plays, the history of the theater, and an overview of the technical elements used in theatrical productions; plus evaluations of various types of performances, including the art of improvisation. 
CAREER TECHNOLOGY PROGRAMS 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
Grade 10-12 
Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 

This technical laboratory course is designed to focus on knowledge and skills related to the development, care, guidance, and protection of children, Instruction addresses the principles and procedures for promoting the physical, emotional, social, and intellectual development of young children, including those with special needs. Other topics include characteristics of quality childcare, career options related to the care and education of children, and the management of multiple family, community, and wage earner roles. 
NUTRITION AND FOODS 
Grade 9 - 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 

This technical laboratory course concentrates on nutrition, food choices, and food management skills for individuals and the family throughout the life cycle. Instruction addresses nutrition and food science from the perspective of food habits and wellness, menu planning, special dietary needs, food costs and budgeting, consumer food-buying strategies, food safety and sanitation procedures, food labels, technology implications, food handling, storage, and preparation practices. Meal etiquette, career options, and techniques for managing multiple family community and wage earner roles are part of the content. 

NUTRITION AND BAKERY

Grade 9 - 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 
This class provides students with an understanding of basic nutrition and a foundation in professional food preparation with practical application in career opportunities, reinforced basic skills, food safety and sanitation, use of commercial equipment, industrial food preparation, business management, service techniques and employability skills.

Careers

Grade 12 (Required)
Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 
This is an introduction to the world of work. The course includes completing applications, resumes, letters of application, job interviews, and employer-employee relations. The course includes 2 to 3 hours per day of work in a local business for the purpose of giving the student actual job experience. Selection for the course is dependent on good school attendance, an application process (including an interview), and recommendations. 

Leadership and Service

Grade 10 - 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 

To gain an understanding of leadership, community development, and the "common good". To understand and utilize concepts informing leadership practice such as self knowledge, vision, common purpose, commitment, collaboration, empowerment, inclusiveness, controversy with civility, social change, etc. To develop leadership skills and competency through application of leadership concepts in a community setting. To understand a community issue from multiple perspectives. To integrate service/community involvement experiences with readings on leadership, community, and service.

Housing and Interior Design

Grade 9 - 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 
In this course, students will learn that a home is more than a shelter and must meet their physical need for comfort, safety and health; their physiological need for privacy and security; and their social need for interpersonal relationships, self-expression and relaxation. The classroom laboratory provides opportunities for the student to design, decorate and furnish a home. The many career opportunities in housing and home furnishings will be investigated. Areas of study include types of trends in housing, choosing a place to live, housing and the economy, rights and responsibilities of housing, design and structure of housing, life styles and designs for the individual, personalizing interiors; application of design principles and theory, home repair, maintenance, furnishings and interior design.

Teen Living

Grade 9 - 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 

Teen Living is a Family and Consumer Science semester course designed to help students learn the life skills they need to be responsible, productive family and community members. The topics covered are vital to successful day-to-day living and include such things as decision making, personal development, working cooperatively with others, resource management, child development, nutrition, and career exploration. Basic life skills such as meal planning, cooking, and clothing care and repair are also taught. Since Teen Living covers much of what is fundamental to everyday living, the subject matter is engaging and useful to all students.  
Student Body

Grade 9 - 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 

Student Body is a course designed to help students learn to eat right, be fit and make healthy choices. The goals of this course are to;

1. . Help students make informed, responsible decisions about their health

2. . Provide students with opportunities to teach others and develop healthy

  lifestyles, as well as communication and leadership skills.

AGRICULTURE SCIENCE 
AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE 
Grade 9 - 12 (elective) 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1-6

This course is a shop/laboratory course designed to provide opportunities for students to explore the sciences and technologies of agriculture. Students will develop leadership skills; develop safe working practices; explore personal financial management; examine animal, plant, soil, and food sciences; and basic construction skills. 
Welding 
Grade 9 - 12 (elective). 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1-4 

This course is a shop/laboratory oriented course to provide opportunities to explore careers in agricultural metal fabrication technology. Students will apply safe working practices, reinforce mathematical computations and apply scientific principles in metal fabrication; select and identify properties, types and uses of metals, select and use oxy-fuel and arc welding equipment; and apply cost effective construction techniques. 

GENERAL ELECTIVES

Critical Thinking 1 and 2

Grades 10-12

Prerequisite: none

Credit: 1 per trimester

This course focuses on helping you understand and apply the principles and practices of critical thinking which refers to the science and art of right reasoning.  Specific attention is given to the seven universal intellectual standards and to the nature and methods of logic. This constitutes the main emphasis of the first trimester. During the second trimester, students are introduced to some of the main disciplines or areas of philosophy. These are the underlying thought categories that affect all individuals and societies.
Study Skills

Grade: 9 (Required)
Prerequisite: None

Credit: 1

This course is designed to help the student develop the skills needed to succeed in high school and any educational venture you pursue beyond high school. Specific topics include muscle-reading, note-taking, test-taking, dealing with test anxiety, organization, time-management, study methods, using the library, concept-mapping, and characteristics of a master student.
Construction
Grade 9 - 12 (elective). 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1-2
The Construction Program is designed for students who like to work with their hands, build, be innovative, take pride in a finished project, and have an interest in carpentry or related area. Students who already have some basic shop skills or want to start a construction trades career can gain a wide variety of skills and experience from the Construction Program.

Landscape and Design
Grade 9 - 12 (elective). 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1-2 
The Landscape & Design & course provides educational opportunities for individuals interested in working with plants and the landscape. As we become increasingly aware of the positive effect that plants and nature have on our well-being, Americans are spending more money on plants, landscape services, and design services every year. As a result there are many opportunities for successful and varied careers in the green industry.
Woodworking
Grade 9 - 12 (elective). 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1-2 
This course focuses on the craft of woodworking pertaining to furniture design and construction. Students learn the mechanics of design and techniques to execute them. Instruction emphasizes hands-on experience in designing as well as operating hand and power equipment. Information covered can be applied to all art disciplines. 
Desktop Annual
Grade 9 - 12 (elective). 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1-2 
This is a course utilizing all components of desktop publishing to produce the student annual. Principles of layout and design will be practiced. Course intended for students who desire to master the use of desktop publishing software. 
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
HEALTH 
Grade: 9 (Required)

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 

This course provides students with instruction and opportunity to acquire knowledge and skills of personal health and safety. Topics include decision-making, wholesome lifestyles, and personal welfare. Also concepts which involve interaction between individuals, environmental issues, and the role of community health service agencies will be included. 

P.E. 
Grade 9 - 12 
Prerequisite: None 
Credit: 1-4 
This course sets the stage for lifelong fitness activities by providing the student a knowledge base about fitness and fitness activities in general, and then personalizing that information by providing opportunities for the student to develop a fitness profile and plan of his/her own based on the principles he/she has learned. 

Weights 
Grade: 9-12
Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 

An course designed to introduce the student to weight training.  Areas include; circuit training, free weights, safety concerns, stretching, proper warm-up and warm-down.  Technique is a major focus.
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